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It is unlikely that Valenie Jandon gave
thanks to David Brewster (1781 -1568)
helore hanging this splendid suite of
seven paintings. But it was Brewsier,
wha, in 1816, invented the kaleidoscope,
which very much appears 1o have been
Jauschose s point of departure

The essence of these lush works, where
shapes that might be hieroglyphics or lei-
ters in an alien alphabet are deployed
over a densely colored fickd, was symmi-
try Jiniichon paints ot the threshiokd sepa
rating order and chaos, where the human
ability 1 impose structure on the chaotic
Mow of (he universe expresses itsell. Her
order s not political or moral; rather, her
paintings sre profound meditations on the
process by which anistic inspiration
iramslates iselll imo the work of an: the

Vaderie Jaudon, Nearf of e Matier, 2004,
il on canvan an beard, 48° x 48, Yon Lintsl,
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kaleidoscopic whirl of disparate pieces

imust be stopped so the tay, lxed ulopia

ol a punting can come (nio being
Heart of the Matter ( 200, with its

brilliant play of color (the truly sensual

element in her work), exemplifies

her will b order. Not only does

one fiery side replicate the other,

but the entire canvas is itsell o 48-

by-48-inch square. The back-

ground mirmors the action aking

place on its surfuce, where Jiudon

has inseribed another symmetry,

Instend of the smooth plane char

scteristic of her earlier work, her

brushwork patiems here carefully

crsscross one another alop enig-

matic signs. These elements of

texiure do not disrept Jaudon's

surfaces—mirrors in her prios

style—but, rather, constitute a

species of signature, laudon's in-

visible presence.  —dAlfred Mac Adam
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